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Using Skywalk Data 
TBC hotels are known for their sustainable business 

practices, including investments in their properties to 

reduce costs and utility use.  

The company used data from SOL VISTA’s Skywalk® 

platform and energy audit to get an idea of the 

building’s historic performance – and to start planning 

what upgrades would make the most difference. 

After successful efficiency efforts were put into place, 

Skywalk then helped track savings, maintain ongoing 

performance, comply with local benchmarking laws, 

and procure cheaper gas pricing. 

Background 
The DoubleTree by Hilton Bethesda – Washington 

DC hotel selected SOL VISTA to perform an energy 

audit in 2011 to gain a big-picture perspective of the 

property’s performance. 

Several years later in 2016, the hotel was acquired by 

real estate firm The Bernstein Companies (TBC). 

Within a year of acquisition, the new owner put $1.4 

million into infrastructure enhancements and efficiency 

projects that significantly lowered the hotel’s operating 

costs and improved the building’s sustainability. 

 Building Type: Hotel 

 Name: DoubleTree by Hilton 

Bethesda – Washington DC 

 Location: Bethesda, MD 

 Brand: DoubleTree by Hilton 

 Rooms: 270 

 Enrolled in Skywalk: 2013 

 Other: TripAdvisor GreenLeaders 

Silver Level 

   



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

“In the 10-years I’ve worked 

with TBC Hotels, they have 

always been at the 

forefront of sustainability. 

Their recent efforts at the 

DoubleTree Bethesda Hotel 

highlight their continued 

commitment to the guest 

and the environment.” 

- Zack Moore, SOL VISTA  

SVP of Customer Solutions  

& Co-Founder 

1. NEW & CHEAPER GAS BILL 

The DoubleTree by Hilton Bethesda – Washington, DC secured a new two-

year contract through SOL VISTA that reduced its gas bill by $9k/yr, after 

Skywalk flagged an expiring gas contract and negotiated a lower rate. 
2. BENCHMARKING COMPLIANCE 

The hotel’s annual benchmarking compliance submissions to Montgomery 

County are automated, reducing the margin for error and saving the property 

time and effort. SOL VISTA also handles professional data verification, as 

required by Montgomery County law. 

3. ONGOING MONITORING 

As efficiency projects are put into place, Skywalk monitors performance, 

verifies savings, and alerts staff of any potential issues to ensure performance 

stays on track. 

4. SAVINGS VIA DEMAND RESPONSE  

Skywalk tracks electricity demand levels to help maximize incentives from a 

voluntary demand-response program so the hotel can reduce use during peak 

demand periods. 

 

 

 

How has Skywalk helped? 

 

Environmental Impact 

DoubleTree Bethesda reduced greenhouse 

gas emissions & water use equivalent to:  

434,887 miles/yr. driven by 

the average passenger vehicle 

 

194,129 lbs of coal burned 

 

352,483 toilet flushes 

 

   

Skywalk, SOL VISTA’s 

proprietary SaaS platform, 

empowers commercial building 

and portfolio owners, 

managers, and engineers to 

improve the performance and 

profitability of their buildings. 

 

Savings Realized 

Numbers verified by Skywalk: 

 Electricity Use:       -8.1% 

 Natural Gas Use:      -2.2% 

 Water & Sewer Use:       -8.8% 

 Electricity Costs:       $33,000 

 Natural Gas Costs:      $11,000 

 Water & Sewer Costs:       $12,000 

 

   

© 2010-2018 SOL VISTA, LLC. All rights reserved. 

5. A PLAN FOR FUTURE SAVINGS 

TBC is currently planning a water pump upgrade to more efficiently manage 

hot and cold water. Additionally, TBC is planning to transition all lighting to 

LED. They will continue to leverage Skywalk for its efficiency investment 

decisions, performance verification, and annual utility budgeting.  
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